THRESHOLD DESIGNER

MOVING OBJECTS

ANortheastern grad honors his famous grandmother’s oeuvre by
bringing her businessinto the 21st century. BY RACHEL LEVITT

IT WAS ADAM ZEISEL'S FATHER WHO
originally proposed that the then-
college student find amanufacturer
and amarket for six glass goblets
designed by his grandmother. But
the artistherself, Eva Zeisel, was
skeptical. Afterall, shewasaworld-
renowned industrial designer and
ceramicistwhohad created objects
for Nambé, Chantal, and Crate &
Barrel. How could such ayoung man
properly represent her work?
“Iwanted toadd anew chapter
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to Eva’slegacy,” Zeisel says, “butI
hadtoprove myselffirst.” Whilehe
couldn’t connect with herartisti-
cally, hedid share her creativity:
“Sheunderstood my approach to
business, whichis free-flowing and
organic, and very similartohow
shedesigns.” With her blessing, he
launched a website to showcase her
pastand presentwork.
Intwoyears, Zeisel has puthis
grandmother’s new designsinto
production, selling them on his

siteand atahandful of boutiques.
The 101-year-old artist, wholives on
Manhattan’s Upper West Side, has
been energized by the fresh interest
in herwork and continues to turn
outnew pieces. “Designing keeps her
vibrant,” says Zeisel.

Centennial goblet collector set, $5,000
forasetof sixstyles. Fromleft, Flower,
$1,450; Cage, $2,100; Modern, $750;
and Chalice $1,100. 781-929-3409,
evazeiseloriginals.com.

v\a/ o

X
e

/ M

e
‘ .!’**'/;! )
—
O

——

—— @—

e VR e S

©2008 BRENT C. BROLIN



